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JUNE THOUGHTS

I was a lousy hitter in May doing the same things that made me a great hitter in June.”
Carl Yastrzemski

I'm a father; that's what matters most. Nothing matters more.
Gordon Brown

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
MAY MEETING

John Chandler and Michelle Josephson presented a small crowd with a finite history of Scouting , worldwide, nationally and
locally. Folks in the audience added to the mix, and there was good discussion had by all . John presented us with his research
after his wife, Barbara, edited and typed it up neatly! Thanks to all of you.
Steve Moriarty’s remarks at the dedication of the Veterans’ Memorial at Moss Side Cemetery, Memorial Day May 28, 2012
“Carved in Stone” – this is an expression that we use frequently to describe something that is durable and permanent, but
when gazing upon the panels of black polished marble bearing the names of over 700 veterans, the words take on a new
meaning. The columns of names create a sense of reverence, and inspire feelings that are solemn and profound but which can
sometimes be difficult to express. I speak of the debt that we all owe to those who have served in the military forces of our
country, and in particular, to those for whom service meant life cut short, or life changed forever.
Two years ago we dedicated the central stone of this monument, and today with the addition of the two wing panels, as well as
the stone plaza, the benches, and the flag pole, the monument is complete. It has been placed in the heart of our community as
a sobering reminder that our freedoms, our liberties, and our way of life did not come to us without costs. At this moment the
monument stands in the bright sunlight, surrounded by veterans, flags, our high school and middle school bands, and hundreds
of people of all ages. It is impossible not to feel a burst of pride in what a small town can accomplish, as well as a larger sense of
pride in our country, its history, and the promise that it will always offer to the world beyond.
But picture yourself stopping by at a quieter time, perhaps on a warm summer evening or on a winter day after a storm with
the tops of the stones poking above the new fallen snow. As you look at the marble panels you may experience an even deeper
feeling. You may sense that the names are not just carved in stone, but more importantly are carved in your hearts and
memories. This, after all, is what Memorial Day is all about. The presence and the power of this monument will keep the service
of our veterans as a part of our daily experience, so that we may never forget.

Therefore, we the residents of the Town of Cumberland, with gratitude that words cannot express, now dedicate this
monument to those who served our country with courage and distinction, and trust that this special part of Maine Street will
always be a place of reflection, remembrance, and of giving thanks.
(Thank you, Steve, for that moving tribute.)

Councilman Steve Moriarty

The Veterans Monument Plaza at Moss Side Cemetery

Cumberland Police Department and Cumberland Fire Department Color Guard

Veterans at the dedication of the monument.

CUMBERLAND ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY MEMBER "WALL OF PRIDE"
We are in the process of creating a "Wall of Pride" at Town Hall. We are looking for the
names of any Active Duty military personnel from the Town of Cumberland.
Please contact Diana Copp at 829-5677 for more information.

REFRESHMENTS FOR THE JUNE MEETING:
A plate of cookies would be gratefully accepted by any and all who wish to donate..
A gently amusing story in reference to Merrill Payson Robbins:
The following email from member Kay Vilburn was received shortly after the publication of last month’s
newsletter:
Hi, Carolyn,

Merrill Payson worked for my Grandfather one summer ---haying !! It was the first time I ever saw a girl
wearing dungerees. Thats what they were called back in the old days !
Kaye

MAY STUMPER: Where are the two King’s Highway markers located in Cumberland?
MAY STUMPER ANSWER:
King’s Highway marker B135 is in front of the Top Knot Farm on Middle Road, and B136 is in front of the farm at
the corner of Foreside Road and Town Landing Road.

ACQUISITIONS:
*A history of the Allen family on Winn Road donated by Claire Vining, who is a descendant. The Allen family
cemetery is located across the street from the Allen farm, also known as the Oulton farm. It is right on the
Cumberland/Falmouth line, and is hidden in a small copse of woods , so is not easily seen as you pass by it.
*An invitation to the marriage of Dr. John Blanchard Thomes, born August 9, 1870 to Oren Scott & Abbie
Eveleth Thomes and Maude Wilson Merrill, born May 6, 1872 to Louville Howard & Mary E. Wilson Merrill.
The wedding took place 8:00 Wednesday evening, June 24, 1896 in the Cumberland Congregational Church.
This item was purchased on ebay, along with some other Merrill Brothers ephemera.
*A history of the Greely Institute tower bell donated by Maintenance Supervisor, Don Foster. The 2012 senior
class gift to the school, is the lighting of the bell and the tower. It will, as of graduation day this year, be lit
from dusk to dawn from now on, and will ring (electronically) on special occasions. What a great gift!
(Excerpts from the letter written to Greely High School from Balzer Family Clock Works in Freeport, Maine)
“The bell was made by William Blake & Co. of Boston, Massachusetts. William Blake was an apprentice to Paul
Revere. In 1823 William Blake, Paul Revere III(grandson of Paul Revere), and Henry Hooper formed the Boston
Copper Co. in Boston. That company dissolved in 1830, and William Blake and Henry Hooper formed Henry N.
Hooper & Co. in Boston, and operated until 1868. In 1869, William Blake and his son, William S.Blake formed
William Blake & Co., in Boston, casting bells with that name until 1890 when the company name was changed
to Blake Bell Co., Bsoton, Massachusetts. The inscription on the Greely bell reads: “WILLIAM BLAKE & CO.
BOSTON, MASS. 1872. The bell measures 26” in diameter and weighs 350 pounds. It is made of cast bronze
and has an internal cast iron clapper. The bell sits within a cast iron frame with a steel wheel. Originally, heavy
rope was wrapped around the wheel and hung through the floor/ceilings through one or more wooden
pulleys to a lower level of the building. To activate the bell you would pull on the rope which would roll the
wheel and swing the bell allowing the clapper to strike the inside of the bell. The rope and a wooden pulley

remain at the bell level. The openings in the floor/ceilings for the rope are no longer visible except for the
original opening at the belfry. Which can be seen in the ceiling of the level below the bell.
To activate an “at will” tolling there has been installed an electro-magnetic bell striker at the bell and an
activation switch located at a lower level for manual single strike.
Thanks to Don Foster for donating a copy of the proposal to the Cumberland Historical Society.
GIRL SCOUTS
th

Another group of Girl Scouts from Cumberland, to commemorate Girl Scout’s 100 birthday, adding to their “Local
Lore” planted a lovely sugar maple tree between the ramp and the road at the rear of the Historical Society
building. They furnished the tree, the mulch, the planting soil, and the labor, as well as the amusement for those of
us who got to watch the whole procedure! Following the planting, they came in and were given a short history of
the town, therefore covering the bases for two of their badges.
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:
Teri Maloney-Kelly and her sister, Mary Maloney.
David Gove
Sevee & Maher Engineers Inc., our neighbors who now own the Redmen’s Hall. This is our very first CORPORATE
membership!
NEW ITEMS FOR SALE:
2013 calendar with beautiful pen & ink sketches of various buildings, scenes and people from Cumberland in the
past. These drawings are created by local artist, Tony Lisa, and each picture has a one-line historical description.
There are only 100 of these calendars printed and they are selling for $10.00 each. Great Christmas gifts! Several
were sold at the table that we had at the Town Office for Voting Day, June 12. Thanks to those who volunteered to
sit at the table to meet & greet.
PEEKING OVER THE FENCE AT WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE NEIGHBORS’ PLACES:
Lots of things happening with neighbors this summer, but since last month’s one extra page cost another 20 cents
per issue to send by USPS, our advice is to check on line for events that may be of interest to you.
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Upcoming programs at Cumberland Historical Society:
Meetings start at 7:00 PM at the Red Brick Schoolhouse at 4A Blanchard Road unless otherwise noted.
June 2012
In the Beginning………… the birth of the Cumberland Historical Society Museum

No meetings or newsletter during July and August.
Third and final notice for slate of officers for 2012-2013. Election will be held at the June meeting
PRESIDENT:
Carolyn Small
Other

_________
________________________________________________

VICE PRESIDENTS: (vote for two)
Annemarie Dawson

_________

Diana Copp

_________

Other

___________________________________________

TREASURER:
Susan Wall

_________

Other

___________________________________________

SECRETARY:
Pat Larrabee

_________

Other

___________________________________________

